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Mindful of the Past – Optimistic for the Future

· Welcome and introduction

· Who am I, where do I come from and where do I fit in?  My personal story of heritage and my growing openness and connection to Te Ao Maori (the Maori World).

· Social and cultural challenges.  A brief account of historical cultural issues that have shaped New Zealand communities.

· What’s happening now? The Aotearoa/New Zealand context.  I will share with you my passion and optimism for our small but innovative society.  Individuals, institutions and communities in this period of social change, face challenges and achieve many positive benefits. 

· Maori language revitalization.  Te reo Maori (the Maori language) is a living treasure of this country.  I will discuss what is happening to regenerate the Maori language in New Zealand/Aotearoa.

· What is happening in early childhood education? I will provide a short summary of what is happening in Maori-medium education and mainstream/English-medium education for our tamariki (children) in Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

· My role as a teacher educator.  Bicultural development, Treaty-based social justice programmes, fostering the interests and motivation of student teachers, collaboration, and building communities of learning.

· Holding on.  Reflective thoughts on my personal struggles, my personal commitment and continuing my on-going personal and professional development and journey.

· Waiata (song) 
Purea Nei
Purea nei, e te hau

Cleansed by the winds

Horoia, e tu ua

             Washed by the rain                                                      Whitiwhitia, e te ra
       
And shone on, by the sun

Mahea ake nga, poraruraru
My burdens are lightened

Makere ana nga here

And I am set free

Makere ana nga here

And I am set free

E rere, wairua e rere

Soar on, spirit, soar

Ki nga ao, o te rangi

Into the heavens

Whitiwhitia, e te ra
       
And shone on, by the sun

Mahea ake nga, poraruraru
My burdens are lightened

Makere ana nga here

And I am set free

Makere ana nga here

And I am set free

