Session # 52  

 Language Bridges:  Language Learning Models in Bilingual and Multilingual Settings
Summary

Bilingualism and multilingualism are critical issues that need to be considered when working with young children around the world, since a great number of families use two or more languages in their everyday life. 

This session enabled participants and presenters to discuss opportunities and challenges in creating quality preschool bilingual and multi-language learning classrooms.  It provided (a) basic ideas about the process of acquiring and using a second language; (b) strategies and suggestions to expand teaching opportunities that meet and respond to the individual needs of children, as they develop their language abilities and communication skills.  

The session connected the issues of language and culture and explored ideas related to the understanding of the cultural and social factors in young children’s second language use. Since each child has a unique set of cultural and social factors related to his/her homelife, the role of the families in the process of their children’s acquisition and use of two or more languages was also discussed.


This session allowed participants to engage in a role playing activity that presented some of the strategies used in quality preschool bilingual and multilingual learning classrooms.  Participants and presenters also had the opportunity to share their observations and personal experiences, successes and challenges related to experiencing bilingualism and multilingualism, and/or working in bilingual and multilingual settings.

This active discussion presented opportunities to explore ideas in order to provide an effective learning environment with plenty of stimulating language experiences that promote the use of the majority language, while supporting and respecting children’s home language. In addition, there was an interactive discussion on the importance of the role of the teacher, the classroom schedule and the room arrangement.  These key elements shape the daily life of the preschool classroom, and promote bilingualism and multilingualism in a supportive environment. The theoretical framework for this presentation was the work of Jean Piaget on young children at the sensorimotor and preoperational stages of cognitive developoment, where concrete, familiar, and meaningful experiences provided throughout the daily routine are critical for their optimal growth and development. 

