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Nigeria is a West African country with a population of over 140 million. Children constitute 50% of this population and 80% of these children, especially girls and those aged 0-3 years, do not have access to education. This is because education at this level is mainly in the hands of private providers who are more interested in maximization of profit. Government' s effort to break this trend is evidenced by the prominence given to the need for early childhood care and education in the Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme, launched in 1999. However a critical analysis of the the National Policy on Education (FNG, 2004 section 1) indicated that  provision for pre-school education did not include children from birth to 3 years.. This paper therefore, presents a  justification for for early care and education (0-3) and the need for a regulatory framework for operation and policy implimentation of ECE (0-3). Gender mainstreaming and factors that may hinder the provision and operation of ECE (0-3) in the country are also highlighted
SUMMARY
Justification for early care and education (0-3) in Nigeria
 

Learning begins at  birth., thus there is need for early care and initial education through proper learning structure which will form a solid  base for later learning (Jomtien Declaration, 1999). Again families and communities, being the first socialization units, need to  be properly integrated in the education of the child from the beginning of the child’s life. There is need for early exposure to concepts of gender and gender mainstreaming to ensure gender equality among the children and the school personnel.

 
Need for  the Provision of a Regulatory Framework for ECE (0-3)
Regulatory framework is important because it will ensure a specific structure or pattern for ECE (0-3) provision in Nigeria, set standard for operation and increase access to ECE (0-3) irrespective of the sex or background of the child.

 

Regulatory framework for the provision of ECE (0-3) in Nigeria
This is the requirement or guide that any agency wanting to provide ECE (0-3)  must fulfill before a permit for an operation of ECE (0-3) centres can be granted. This include among others;

1. Background and Structure of the Agency/Organization, Institution: There must be brief history of any agency wanting to run early childhood education to ensure their credibility and experience to provide service to infants, toddlers and their families.
 2. Population to be served
Only children from birth to age three and their families may be served in this program.

 3. Staff Qualifications and development plan: Qualified personnel will be employed, such as, early childhood teachers, counselors, psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers and case managers. There must plan for a continuous development of the staff.

 4. Plans for Parent Education, Community Collaboration and Parent/Community Involvement
5. Gender Mainstreaming Plan: The agency must describe how cultural, religious attitudes, beliefs, practices etc learned through socialization with gender bias can be changed. For instance, the impression that only women can teach in ECE centers, only mothers can bring and collect their babies to and from the centers, girls are for cooking and boys are for engineering courses etc. Plan for male involvement is also important in ECE.
 6. Evaluation: There must be a procedure to determine whether progress is being made towards achieving the goals and objectives of the program in accordance with the national standards.
 Factors that may hinder the regulation, provision and operation of ECE (0-3)
There are factors that can militate against the provision and operation of early chood education in Nigeria. These include among other factors;
a. Culture, Tradition and Beliefs
b. Lack of concrete and sincere effort by the public to provide pre-school education especially ECE for 0-3 years.
c. Inadequate financial and manpower  resources

 

          In conclusion, the paper recommends among other things a strong  awareness campaign to be organized through the schools, community meeting,  religious organizations, market places and political activities to encourage people to embrace this level of education.
 
