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1.
Title of Session: 

Building Global Guidelines for High Quality Early Care and Education Environments 

2. Description of Content

The session introduces the Association for Childhood Education International’s (ACEI) Global Guidelines: 1) The development of the Global Guidelines - A brief history, 2) Use the Global Guidelines to assess high quality early care and education environment, and 3) Global Guidelines - Current status and future plan.   

3. Type of the Session

Panel Discussion

4. Moderator

Session #36, present with Rita Franke

5. Presenters

Dr. Karen Liu, Professor, Indiana State University, USA, kliu@indstate.edu
Dr. Diane Whitehead, USA, adts4@earthlink.net
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7. Session Summary

The Global Guidelines were developed as a collaborative project between the U.S. National Committee of the World Organization for Early Childhood (OMEP) and the Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI).

The Global Guidelines provide guidance concerning the fundamental elements that are necessary to create high quality early care and education environments.  The first draft of the Global Guidelines was published in 2000.   The Global Guidelines Assessment is used to assess early care and education programs in measuring how well each of the programs meets the Global Guidelines.  ACEI will award a Certificate of Participation to early childhood programs the use the Global Guidelines to evaluate their program and services.

The Premises of the Global Guidelines are key philosophies that provide its foundations.  We, the early childhood educators, believe that children are both the present and the future of every nation; they have needs, rights, and intrinsic worth that must be recognized and supported.  Each child should have the opportunity to grow up in a setting that values children, that provides conditions for a safe and secure environment, and that respects diversity.  Children must receive appropriate nurture and education within and outside their families from birth onward if they are to develop optimally.  Early childhood educators and parents need to pay attention to children’s health, nutrition, education, and psychosocial development during their early years which are essential for the future well-being of nations and the global community.

The Global Guidelines Assessment uses to assess an early childhood care and education program in the following areas: 1) environment and physical space of settings for children, 2) curriculum content and pedagogy, 3) early childhood educators and caregivers, 4) partnership with families and communities, and 5) services for young children with special needs.

Currently, the Global Guidelines have been translated into the following languages: Spanish, French, Chinese and Greek.   ACEI members are translating the Global Guidelines into Korean and Thai languages.  The Global Guidelines can be downloaded from ACEI’s website, http://www.acei.org/wguideshp.htm.

ACEI members are using the Global Guidelines to assess programs around the world and provided feedback to the Global Guidelines Task Force.  Based on users’ feedback, the Global Guidelines Task force is revising the assessment instrument.  The Global Guidelines Task Force is planning to conduct a pilot study.  The Task Force would like to have at least 20 counties participating in the pilot study.  It is our hope that the Global Guidelines will be used as the assessment instrument to assess the quality of early care and education programs around the global.
