 
THE ROLE OF RESEARCH IN SUPPORTING EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS IN CONFLICT-AFFECTED SOCIETIES
 
Drawing upon the experiences of early childhood educators working in conflict-affected societies, this session focuses on the role that research can play in supporting early childhood programs. The session will include four short presentations followed by time for discussion and for participants to share their own experiences. The first presentation, to be given by Professor Paul Connolly and Dr Jacqueline Hayden, will draw out some of the key messages regarding the role of research to emerge from their book – ‘From Conflict to Peace Building: The Power of Early Childhood Initiatives’ – that is based upon the stories of eight early childhood educators working in differing societies affected by conflict around the world. This will then be followed by two presentations that will provide more indepth case studies highlighting the role and potential of research to support early childhood programs in conflict-affected societies; one looking at Nepal and presented by Dr Kishor Shresthra and the other looking at Northern Ireland and presented by Pauline Walmsley. The final presentation, by Siobhan Fitzpatrick, will focus on the newly-established International Working Group on Peace Building with Young Children and will outline the vision for the Group and the role that research will play within this.
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