Title for the 10-minute presentation:  The Multiracial Malaysian Preschools

A two-sentence description of my information:

A real life situation of how the multiracial children of Malaysia interacts in public preschools.  There is a need for teachers to look beyond his or her own outlook on racial integration and attempt to look from the eyes of the children themselves.
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Theme:  From Hurt and Hate to Hope: Transforming Fear and Prejudice

The Multiracial Malaysian Preschools

Introduction

Clustering is a norm of the human society. People with similarity in characteristics such as racial background, geographical place of origin tend to clique together. They share similar culture and are most of the time proud to be identified with the grouping. However, as the world gets more globalized, as mobility of mankind increases triple fold, what would happen to such human clustering? Does such clustering occurs among the children too?

Citizens of Malaysia would identify themselves as Malaysian to the outside world, but back home, subconsciously or consciously they are recognized as the ethnic group such as Malay, Chinese and Indian. How do the young children of Malaysian spend their time together in the Malaysian preschool classroom? In my presentation I would provide some glimpses of the interaction between these children based on my visits to preschools.  

Inter-ethnic oneness Vs ethnic identity

Children are non racial sensitive or racial bias by nature. They make friends easily and are really not bothered about the background or the ethnic origin of their friends. In the cases that I have observed, children of different ethnic groups have no problem mixing and playing together.  Inter-ethnic oneness seem to be prevalent. However, there are times when they are aware of their differences.  

Teacher’s ignorance towards the natural integration among students

The issue is the mental model held by the teacher as he or she organizes classroom activities and talks to the children. Just as human clustering is not as tightly knitted as in yesteryear, children in Malaysia are moving forward too, topics discussed in the preschools which are ethnic focused might not be suitable for this young generation any more. In many instances teachers are discussing issues within ethnic boundary that he or she is familiar with but which is alien to the children. This does not help in getting the children to get along with each others.

Conclusion

It is true that children need to learn to love and help people around them regardless of their race or background.  Does it help to emphasise on this or consciously highlighting these issues of similarities and differences at the preschool age?  Perhaps it is sufficient to inculcate the universal values of respecting each other, loving each other, tolerating each other rather than consciously pointing out the differences between each other.
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