BRAC University Institute of Educational Development (BU-IED)’s 

ECD Resource Centre at Dhaka, Bangladesh


Bangladesh is a country with an area of 148,000 square kilometres and a population of 140 million. 17 million children are under-5 years of age and 3.7 million children are born every year. It is one of the 49 UN-listed least-developed countries (LDC). Development organisations and some government agencies started working in early childhood development since the early 1990s in the country. About 200 government and non-government organisations are working in ECD currently. Most are concentrating on pre-school interventions for 5-6 year old children. They are serving about 1 million children at that time. About 34 thousand people are involved in the management, supervision, implementation/facilitation and teaching in ECD programmes. There are, however, not many organisations/institutes helping professional capacity development of ECD personnel. Early Childhood Development Resource Centre (ECDRC) has been established to address this need for education and professional training on ECD.

Government, non-government, donor and other actors of ECD in Bangladesh have formed a forum, namely Bangladesh ECD Network, to encourage and support each other and other in their commitment and investment in ECD in Bangladesh. In order to ensure the sustainability and continuity, the Network decided to establish its secretariat in ECDRC. It supports the network in various ways under supervision of the Executive Committee of the Bangladesh ECD Network. 

Early Childhood Development Resource Centre (ECDRC) has been established under the auspices of BRAC University Institute of Educational Development (BU-IED) in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Plan Bangladesh has become a partner in this initiative by providing financial support and seconded personnel.

The goal of the resource centre is to create and disseminate state-of-the-art knowledge on child development including related research, offer professional education, develop learning material, promote networking and policy and advocacy dialogue in Bangladesh and in the region. To realise the goal ECDRC has been developing ECD programme models and learning materials. The resource centre works to identify and adapt innovations through research. Keeping the demand in mind ECDRC offers professional development programmes. The centre plans to offer a master’s degree in ECD in an international collaboration with Open Society Institute. ECDRC plans all its activities according to the demand and with the consent of ECD community in the country. 
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