Confronting Poverty by Giving Care: Gawad Kalinga, Philippines

The world community can end extreme poverty in this generation. The World Bank estimates that 1.1 billion people live in extreme poverty (1 out of 6 people in the world). Asia leads in numbers, but Africa has the largest proportion: nearly half its population. Nearly half the 6 billion people in the world are poor. Extreme poverty, defined by the World Bank as getting by on an income of less than $1 a day; moderate poverty is defined as living on $1 to $2 a day. Relative poverty is defined by a household income level below a given proportion to the national average, lacking things that the middle class now takes for granted. 

 ---The End of Poverty, Jeffrey D. Sachs, 2005
Poverty in the Philippines: 

· National poverty rate: 30%; in 2000 - rural poverty incidence at 47%, urban poverty at 20%

· 40% of people are homeless

· In a nationwide survey on subjective poverty in 2003, 62% of families rated themselves as poor (earning $170/month).

Factors Contributing to Poverty in the Philippines

· Underdeveloped industrial base

· Physical Geography – an archipelago with 7,100 islands which are under the typhoon belt

· Failure in governance

· Cultural barriers – still a largely feudal society

· Geopolitics – heavy foreign debt

--- Poverty in the Philippines, Christopher Tan, 2006

Addressing Poverty – Gawad Kalinga
Gawad Kalinga (translated to English means “to give care”) is a grand vision of a slum-free, squatter-free Philippines to leave for our children, the next generation. Launched in 2003, Gawad Kalinga (GK) seeks to build 700,000 homes in 7,000 communities, one community at a time.

GK presents a unique and provocative perspective on poverty …that poverty is basically not an economic problem – but one that is spiritual and behavioral.

· The problem of poverty is not about a lack of money as much as it is a loss of human dignity

· Poverty is most debilitating to the men who are reduced to living like animals (becoming predators) when they are de-humanized and stripped of their natural male nobility.

· The cycle of poverty is rooted in the divisiveness of our nation.

· Our acts of charity only succeeded to raise a country of beggars. Because we only pity the poor, we give a pittance.

---Building a Nation from the Ground Up…the Gawad Kalinga Initiative, Tony Meloto, 2006
Partners work together to build houses and preschools; address child and youth development, health, production, self-governance, environment and community values formation. Volunteer caretakers, local government units, individuals and corporations and the beneficiaries transform slum environments together in nation building.
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