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This paper presents the contextualization of the High/Scope curriculum (Hohmann e Weikart, 1997) crossed with Project Work (Katz e Chard, 1997) within the work developed by Childhood Project (Oliveira-Formosinho, 1998) and Childhood Association (Oliveira-Formosinho e Formosinho, 2001) in a portuguese preschool with four classes. 

The action research developed in this preschool supports four initiative preschool teachers which have different initial trainings. The teachers were involved in a process of a context based training with the support of a specialized researcher from Childhood Association that works with them a day every week. Data was collected through direct observation with the used of PQA (High/Scope Press, 2001) for preschool to monitorize the development of a quality practice for children of 3-6 years and through a research portfolio developed by the researcher with the contribution of the preschool teachers involved. The PQA scores and the portfolio field notes highlighted the main difficulties experienced by the teachers and the process developed to solve them to a construction of a quality practice. Data presented in this paper is referred to a year and half of a context based training.

Data analyze is focused in the educational planning process sustained through pedagogical documentation. The legacy of Childhood Pedagogy from 20th century, with a special focus in two major pedagogues – John Dewey and Loris Malaguzzi – and some studies from nowadays (Hoyuelos, 2006; Oliveira-Formosinho, 2007) were used to analyze the contributions of a educational planning process which enhances a pedagogy of participation for children and adults (Oliveira-Formosinho, 2007).
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