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Presentation Outline

Personal migration story:

· Hong Kong to New Zealand in 1997

· Came with husband and a toddler son, no extended family in New Zealand

Research:

· Case study 

· Participants – 2 sets of Chinese migrant parents, 2 Chinese migrant toddlers, 2 mainstream early childhood teachers

· Procedures – learning experiences of 2 Chinese migrant toddlers observed; migrant parents and mainstream teachers interviewed; centre and Ministry of Education’s policies in supporting migrant children investigated; research findings analysed with theoretical and philosophical perspectives

· Perspectives applied - collectivism & individualism; Confucianism, ecological model; role acquisition theory 

· Findings – contrasting child rearing and teaching practices used by mainstream teachers and Chinese migrant parents due to opposing underpinning ideologies; Chinese migrant children who transit between home and early childhood centre experience different role expectations and therefore role confusion which impedes their learning 

Personal experience being a Chinese migrant parent:

· Very similar to most migrant parents 

· Share similar migrant dreams, similar aspirations for our children

Current/Existing support from the Government:

· New Zealand Settlement Strategy

· Ministry of Education – ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Language) funding for primary and secondary sector; equity funding for early childhood sector; 10 Years Strategic Plan for the early childhood sector (Ministry of Education, 2002)

Recommended support from centres, teachers and training institutions:

· Collaborate and develop partnerships with parents

· Accept cultural differences 

· Promote and encourage multiple worldviews 

· Encourage migrant parents to maintain home language and culture  

· Support migrant children to feel proud of their bi-ethnic identity and to develop positive self-esteem

· Don’t expect migrant children to ‘assimilate’

· Support children to develop to their fullest potential – help parents to eventuate their ‘migrant dreams’  

· Include multicultural education in teacher training curriculum  
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