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SITUATION OF CHILDREN IN INDIA

· Even though the GDP in India has grown at the rate of 7% , making it the 2nd fastest growing economy, there are an overwhelming 300 million poor in the country . 

· The distribution of poverty in India’s hierarchical society remains skewed against   traditionally disadvantaged sections of the population such as adivasis and dalits. These account for 75% of the poor people.

· The new economic policies of  Liberalization, Globalization and Privatization are escalating this problem. With the collapse of agriculture, the rural poor  are being pushed to migrate in even larger numbers, which swells the numbers in the unorganized sector who exist without any social security. Seasonal migrants are the most vulnerable and exploited of the group. Of these the worst-off are women and children.

· Infant Mortality Rate in India is 63 deaths per 1000 live births – 1.8 million deaths in a year of children under 1 year.

· Malnutrition affects 1 out of 2 Indian children under the age of three. India’s malnutrition rates are among the highest in the world.

· Out of school children, constitute half the population of children in 5 to 14 year age group.

· Maternal Mortality Rate is 540 per 100,000 births 

· 79% children suffer from anaemia

· Sex ratio is an alarming 1000 boys to 927 girls

·  Only 46% children breast fed within an hour of birth

· 56% of 12-23month olds are fully vaccinated

·  35% birth registration

·  India is home to largest number of child labourers 

STATE RESPONSE

· India is a signatory to the U N Convention for Child Rights. It has  formulated a National Plan of Action for Children (‘NPAC”) in 2005 . The NPAC has set its goals and objectives based on the Millennium development goals and national goals.

· In 2006 a National Commission  for Protection of Child Rights has been set up and is just beginning to function. 

· In the course of a Public Interest Litigation for Food Security, the Supreme Court has ordered the universalization of the Integrated Child Development Service (‘ICDS’), which is the only Government scheme for children under 6 years, pregnant and lactating mothers 

· Besides ICDS, other schemes to like  Mid-day Meal Scheme, National Maternity Benefit Scheme, Public Distribution System have been singled out to tackle hunger and malnutrition.
CHALLENGES

Some of the challenges faced for the achievement of the millennium development goals are :-

· Poor basic services for health, education and safe drinking water 

· Lack of political will

·  Lack of awareness

·  Inadequate resource allocation

· Inadequate and poorly implemented schemes

· Problems in implementation due to the Federal Structure widely disparate development in different regions and variations in commitment to development goals in different states.
