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I. Purpose:  How early childhood intervention can make a difference for families and communities whose children have been impacted by violence.

II. Methodology: To understand advocacy at a macro and micro level.

III. Approaches:

A. Micro

I. Social Emotional

a. Assistance to families, children, and communities in an effort to build peace and reconciliation.

b. Listen to children to understand the impacts of violence in their lives.

c. Meet needs of children during times of violence.

d. Understand the impact of violence on caretakers who themselves are impacted, and therefore effect the care of children.

e. Understand violence in the context of the family dynamics and the degree to which parents are emotionally able to parent.

II. Community:

a.  To train providers to understand better indicators and system of intervention.

b. Work with other community partners, mental health, social work, police departments, public housing, academia. 

c. Understand children in the context of the ECE environment, the family and the community.

d. Build strong communities; lessens the effects of violence on children.

e. Quality Early Care Education environments.

B: Macro

Note: if we use all the well intended approaches on the micro level and not address underlying macro system causes, then we are not understanding the problem fully.

I. As early child hood experts, we must challenge the political context in which there are civil wars, religious conflict, community violence, and violence between nations.

A: What are the factors that contribute to violence:

1. Religion

2. Racism

3. Sexism

4. Proliferation of Guns

5. Illegal Drug Trade

6. Poverty

7. Imperialism

What steps can we take in the ECE community to address the above?

IV. Summary: 

A   One of the aims of advocacy is to change public policy and to influence the will of those who make decisions regarding our well being

B. In ECE and we must efectively approach the impacts of violence from a micro perspective, that which we do at the individual and community level and the macro perpective, that which we do at a political and policy level!

