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INTRODUCTION 
 
Historically ECCD initiatives have been documented formally in the latter half of the 
19th century. The writings of great Indian educational thinkers such as Mahatma Gandhi, 
Rabindranath Tagore, and Zakir Hussain have also drawn attention to this important 
aspect of education in the formative years of a child’s life. 
 
In today’s times Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) initiatives in India 
needs to understood in the perspective of two realities of India. On one hand there are 
private state of the art pre school and day care facilities that are coming up in urban India 
and on the other the rural and underprivileged poor communities who are mainly catered 
through Child Development Services (ICDS).  
 
The major Government vehicle for ECCD services integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS), recognised as the largest public initiative in the world to offer early 
childhood care and development services in an integrated way. But there are various 
flaws in its implementation. The FOCUS1 survey 2006 suggests that, where Pre-school 
education is provided at the ICDS centre, such activity is sporadic and limited. Tamil 
Nadu and Himachal Pradesh were the only states with a fairly active educational 
component in ICDS.  Low coverage, inadequate infrastructure, learning materials, 
untrained and over burdened workers, further aggravate the problem. The centres are 
merely viewed as ‘ food distribution’  points. The community participation is negligible or 
completely absent. And home based care aspects of children under 3 are completely 
neglected. However states like Tamil Nadu and Kerela are exception where literacy 
levels are high and there is political will in the favor of the young child. 
 
The 86th Amendment to the Constitution in 2001 was a great blow to advocates of ECCD 
as a right of the child as it recognised elementary education for 6-14 years old children a 
Fundamental Right. Whereas, ECCE remained article 45 of Directive Principles of State 
Policy, which reads as “State shall endeavor to provide ECE for all children until they 
complete the age of six years” . 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The young child is the most vulnerable portion of the population, not in terms of age, but 
in terms of her existential politics, the child does not vote, does not bargain for her 
demands and does not demand rights on her own. The urgency in addressing issues of 
Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) today takes a greater dimension 
recognizing the fact that child’s right to development calls for meeting basic needs for 
protection, health, food, care as well as for affection, security, interaction and stimulation 
It cannot be an intellectual discourse within the four walls of our system, it needs to flow 
out and up from the ground, seeking diverse sharing, experiences and approaches. It is 
also very critical that all the duty bearers participate and demand on behalf of the young 
child. And one such duty bearer is media. Often, media comes into play when some  

                                                 
1 Focus on Children Under Six (FOCUS) by Citizen’s Initiative for Rights of Children Under Six 
(CIRCUS). 
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events occur but the issue is how to engage with media on a regular basis and make them 
accountable for the rights of the young child. 
 
During last 2 years Plan International (India) and its partners have used a variety of 
media advocacy tools to raise awareness on ECCD issues. The activities involved 
organizing media workshops for mainstream journalists in different parts of the country, 
sending media releases on various ECCD topics to working journalists, organizing field 
visits to anganwadi centres for TV channels and publications, undertaking research on 
media coverage of ECCD issues, etc. Subsequently, an attempt was also made to organize 
media workshops with children and get them to look at ECCD issues in their villages 
through stories and articles in the mainstream media. 
 
Building on this experience as part of Global Leaders Project Plan International (India) 
representative continued with this process of Child to Child (CtC) approach in addressing 
ECCD issues in India. 
 
DEVELOPING A BRIDGE BETWEEN MAINSTREAM 
JOURNALISTS AND ‘CHILD JOURNALISTS’ 
 
Child Participation is a value which underpins all Plan programs. Hence as part of this  
ECCD media advocacy project, the existing children’s groups who already trained on the 
use of various media tools like feature writing, photography, comics making etc., 
following a Child to Child (CtoC) approach were involved.ECCD  as a subject was 
introduced to these child reporters and they looked at issues affecting young children 
between 0-6 years post this training. As a result of this 3-month long process the child 
reporters produced more than 300 stories on various aspects of ECCD. The child-media 
interactive workshops were organized in Lunkaransar (Rajasthan), Nizamabad (Andhra 
Pradesh), Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh) & Muzaffarpur (Bihar). The children released their 
media products and addressed the press on the occasion. For most of the journalists this 
was a new experience as they were interacting with children for the first time. 
 
As a culmination, a national workshop was organised in New-Delhi where representative 
children from all four states participated. On this occasion the children shared their 
experiences with media and with ECCD experts in the country. The workshop was also 
used as a forum to evaluate the process so far and develop a work plan to take this 
process ahead. 
 
THE WORKSHOPS 
 
The workshops were organised with an integrated 
approach and covered print, comics, photography 
and radio. The child participants were oriented on 
ECCD as a concept. And as the backdrop of these 
workshops was rural area, where ICDS centres are 
run, they were also explained the objectives, 
services and beneficiaries of ICDS. The children 
were divided into different interest based groups and each group then worked on one  

Children Press Service 
·  Collection of Features/ 

Stories etc. from Children  
·  Editing of Features/ Stories  
·  Printing and Releasing of 

CFS Bulletin  
·  Follow Up of Publications 

for Placing the Children’s 
Features/Stories 
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media tool and generated various products. These products are now being compiled to 
create a media information kit. Simultaneously, the products generated by children were 
also mainstreamed. For example, the print stories were be mainstreamed in newspapers  
 
though the Children’s Press Service (CPS). The radio programme were mainstreamed 
through an All India Radio channel, comic strips found their way into newspapers.  
 

 
Children participating in media tools training 

 
STORY IDEAS 
 
Based on the discussion a brainstorming on story ideas for ECCD in the community was 
held. The thrust was to keep in mind the holistic nature of early childhood issues an not 
limit it to any particular aspects. This is because the issue is linked to our day-to-day life 
and we often witness instances related to this around us. While visiting places near their 
homes children can make some serious observations and write stories on them in this 
context.  Following were some ideas generated during the workshops, which were kept as 
a reference while developing stories- 
 
1. Quality of meals served at local ICDS centres. 
 
2. Utilisation of learning materials in the centres  
 
3. Whether children are vaccinated or not (whether medicines available at ICDS centers 

are used or not)? 
 
4. Regularity of children’s attendance at the ICDS centre? 
 
5. Timetable of ICDS centres- Does one exists? Is it followed? What are the problems? 
 
6. Health and nutrition of pregnant women…do they suffer from iron deficiency, which 

affects their breastfeeding? 
 
7. Do girl child face discrimination? 
 
8. Female foeticide (general thinking of the community) 
 
9. Awareness among women about HIV/AIDS. 



Global Leaders 2008_India   - 5 -     Report by: Nirali Mehta   

 
 
 
 
 
10. Child Marriage and early motherhood…. 
 
11. Superstitions in the community…what do the parents do to keep their children 

healthy…they go to the “witch doctor”  for treating their children? 
 
12. Migration-How does it affect them? 
 
13. Who takes care of young children at home? Are young girls look after their siblings? 

What happens to their schooling? 
 
14. Relations with ICDS workers (Cooperation with NGO working on ECCD) 
 
15. How do they deal with the problem of child abuse? 
 
16. Problems faced by ICDS worker. What kind of training has she received? What did   

she learn there? Does she need additional training? What does the community think 
about her role? Do they support her? Do children come to the centre on their own or 
she brings them? What kind of cooperation supervisor extends? 

 
17. The state of cleanliness in the centre (Arrangements to wash hands, cleanliness of 

children cleanliness in and around the center and the mode of food supply) How do 
children eat and do teachers help children in eating? 

 
18. Problems faced by parents while bringing up their children. What are their views? Do 

they think ICDS is helpful for children? 
Is there a group of mothers? Do they 
learn anything there?  

 
19. Importance of play-the time and place 

for children to play. Is there a safe place 
in the village where children can play? 
What are the problems? Do boys and 
girls both play? How much time they 
get during the day to play? Give 
examples of local games. 

 
20. What is the role of Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (local governance body)? 
Do they support the workers; do they 
monitor their activities? Do they encourage parents to send their children to the 
centers? 

 
21. Is there a disabled child in the community? Are they utilizing the services? What kind 

of problems does such children and their parents face?  What is community’s 
perception about this, are they getting any special help? 
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Children’s comic  

 
 
On Rampur Aanganwadi (local term for ICDS centres meaning a garden in the courtyard) 
centre children faced caste discrimination. The lower caste children were made to sit 
separately and not allowed to take water. 
 

 
The village Sarpanch (local village head) was informed about this discrimination by 
children who in turn warned the Aanganwadi worker of action against her if she didn’ t 
stop discrimination. She apologizes and starts treating children equally. 


